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St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church

WELCOME to Worship today! What a joy to be together in Christ! Please fill out
the "Member” or “Guest” side of our Communication Card located in the pew racks.
Please place them in the offering plate or hand to an elder during the singing of the
first hymn. Prayer request cards are also available. Again, welcome!

THE LORD'S SUPPER is offered at the 10:30 AM service today to all Confirmed
members of our congregation.

+ For personal preparation for communion, use the following prayers:

Before communion (communing): Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come
to Your table to eat and drink your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your
eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the
glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

After Communion (Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament): Almighty
and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my
mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your
divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen

+ Lutherans who are in good standing with their own congregations of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS) are welcome to join with us in receiving this blessed
meal.

+Guests are asked to speak with the Pastor or elder before communing that they
may properly understand the Lutheran teaching on the Lord’s Supper.

+ Children, Teens, and Adults who have not yet completed confirmation
instruction are invited to come forward with their row and cross their arms in front of
their chest to receive a blessing from the Pastor during distribution.

+ White grape juice is available from the center of the individual cup tray.

+ Gluten-Free wafers are located in the silver dish at the center of the altar for
you to pick up as you come forward. Standard wafers will be distributed to other
communicants during the Distribution of the Supper.

+ Communion at the pew is available at the start of Distribution to those who sit
in the second pew on either side.

+ Those with wheelchairs or walkers are invited to come forward with others
who are communing. However, anyone who wishes to receive Communion at your
seat please speak to an Elder or the Pastor prior to the start of Worship.



AS WE GATHER

Have you ever received a surprise present, one that was out of your own price
range to get? That, in a nutshell, describes Epiphany. The Wise Men came to
give presents, and instead received one their wealth could not have bought. We
are included in this. We are baptized for the forgiveness of sins by His blood on
the cross that covers our sins, once for all. That water and blood give us the
greatest—and most expensive—gift in the world. Here we see Jesus revealed,
manifested, in a star, in the coming of the Magi and the gifts they bring.

Prelude Welcome/Announcements Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn: 400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

2 Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.

3 Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion,
Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine,
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure.
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. Text: Public domain

Stand

Invocation/Confession and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

| Late Service: Baptism and Adult Confirmation of Shaylee Rae Seng
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Introit

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 45:6-8a; antiphon: v. 17

P I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;

therefore, nations will praise you forever and ever.

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your
kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; you have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness.

(P] Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions; your robes are all fragrant with myrrh
and aloes and cassia.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;

therefore, nations will praise you forever and ever.



Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria iA1 Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in
heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

lArise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LorD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
>Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12

lFor this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— “assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace
that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I have written briefly. “When you read this, you can perceive my
insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was not made known to the sons of
men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift
of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me,
though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, °and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
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all things, %o that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. !'This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
2in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in
him.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

INow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, ?saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him; “4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. >They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:



' And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israe

I nr
.

’Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 2After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 1°When
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. !!And going into
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

| Early Service: Nicene Creed (see back cover of the hymnal)

Sit

Hymn of the Day: 370 What Child Is This
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,

On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!



3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98 Text: Public domain

Sermon

The Gathering of our Tithes and Offerings

Both Services: Installation of St. Peter’'s Officers

Stand

Prayer of the Church

8:00 AM service concludes as follow
The Lord’s Prayer (see back cover of the hymnal)

The Benedicamus
@ Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.
The Benediction
® The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen
Sit

Closing Hymn: 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (page 16 - 17)

Silent Prayer Postlude

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.




Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® &

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore, with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

@

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in
the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness
of Your glory in human flesh.

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your
glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so
that we may one day behold Your glory face to face.

Hear us as we pray in His hame and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer (see back cover of the hymnal)

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
(P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB?210
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Sit
Distribution of the Elements

Distribution Hymn: 618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

Refrain: Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4 Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001562
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Distribution Hymn: 396 Arise and Shine in Splendor
1 Arise and shine in splendor; Let night to day surrender.
Your light is drawing near.
Above, the day is beaming,
In matchless beauty gleaming;
The glory of the Lord is here.

2 See earth in darkness lying, The heathen nations dying
In hopeless gloom and night.
To you the Lord of heaven—
Your life, your hope—has given
Great glory, honor, and delight.

3 The world’s remotest races, Upon whose weary faces
The sun looks from the sky,
Shall run with zeal untiring,
With joy Your light desiring
That breaks upon them from on high.

4  Lift up your eyes in wonder— See, nations gather yonder
From sin to be set free.
The world has heard Your story;
Her sons come to Your glory;
Her daughters haste Your light to see.

5 Your heart will leap for gladness. When from the realms of sadness
They come from near and far.
Your eyes will wake from slumber
As people without number
Rejoice to see the Morning Star.

Text: Martin Opitz, 1597-1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001562
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Distribution Hymn: 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
1 I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

Refrain: In Him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001562

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect

(P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

Closing Hymn: 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,

Branch of royal David’s stem

In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream,

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest
In Thy Godhead manifest;

Manifest in pow'r divine,

Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

3 Manifest in making whole

Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil’'s might;

Manifest in gracious will,

Ever bringing good from ill;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.
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4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
All will see His glorious sign;

All will then the trumpet hear,

All will see the Judge appear;
Thou by all wilt be confessed,
God in man made manifest.

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,
Present in Thy holy Word—
Grace to imitate Thee now
And be pure, as pure art Thou;
That we might become like Thee
At Thy great epiphany
And may praise Thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85, alt. Text: Public domain

Silent Prayer Postlude
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