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God’s Instruments, God’s Stewards 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:10) 

Some pastors refer to these words as “the most forgotten words in the Scriptures.” They 
are forgotten because they follow the familiar and critical words before it. The preceding 
two verses that overshadow Ephesians 2:10 are words of justification: “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). These are words preached regu-
larly. They are assigned as confirmation verses. They carry with them the very heart of 
what it means to be a redeemed child of God! 

Precisely because the previous verses are so central to salvation, they often overpower our 
practice of stewardship! We have been saved by grace. This is certain and sure because of 
Jesus. Works play no role in our salvation. No credit taking for us! Grace is freely given. 
Faith is miraculously created by the Spirit and joyously received. This truth is so wonder-
ful and so encompassing that we often miss out on WHY we are redeemed. 

The grace of God revealed in Jesus calls us to faith. But St. Paul doesn’t stop with grace 
and faith. He continues to the logical conclusion. Just like the creation declares the handi-
work of God, the redemption of sinners like you and me declares His greatest handiwork! 
Redeemed stewards are created to reflect the grace and mercy God showers on us to oth-
ers. 

As Lutherans, we understand that good works flow from faith in Jesus Christ. They are 
the fruit of the tree of salvation into which we have been grafted by grace. Sanctification 
and stewardship are both on-going and active confessions of what the Lord has done in us. 
These works are not always spectacular. Many times, they are simply parents showing Je-
sus to their children. They are compassionate actions that live out the truth of the Gospel 
to co-workers and even complete strangers. While they can be grand endeavors, more 
likely they are simple, beautiful works which highlight what Jesus has done in us. 

These works aren’t random either. They have been planned by God. God planned to use 
you as a faithful steward as you walk the road that leads you through your daily life. 
There are no chance encounters or coincidences. They have been planned by the Lord of 
the universe for the benefit of His creation. Good works are what point to God’s greatest 
work: Jesus! 

He calls you and me to walk in this faith, which flows from this grace, which has been 

poured out on us in Jesus. But even this is not to our credit. We are simply called to be 

faithful stewards of God’s grace so that we may share it with those who need is as much 

as we do. God’s Spirit carries us along in this. We are just the steward — the instrument 

in His hand to accomplish His plan and glorify Him! 
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St. Peter’s EV Lutheran Church, Inc. 
Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: January 15, 2025 

Members present: Kay Ude, Amanda Guinn, Michelle Turmail, Megan Pottschmidt, Carol Hayden, Caleb 
Hackman, Ed Stuckwisch, Andy Fountain, Randy Turmail, Pastor Ryan Schneider, Sara Stuckwisch, Tony 
Eppley, Allison Berry 

Members excused: Dave Kovener 

Opening: Randy Turmail brought the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and Pastor provided a short devotion 
from John 2 about the wedding at Canaa and a short prayer. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the November Council meeting were reviewed. 

 

Reports from Boards and Committees 

 

 
$22,600 to the day care to ensure all bills were paid at the end of the year.  The Amazon wish list has 
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Motion by Andy Fountain that it is recommended to Voter’s that the locks be allowed to be 
controlled through the Internet. Second by Caleb Hackman. The motion was unani-
mously 

 

 

  

 

Old Business: 
Taco & Pizza House Update (Randy Turmail & Tony Eppley): Currently at a standstill because of the 
weather. Electric lines have been moved and construction should begin as soon as the weather 
breaks. 

Constitution Next Step (Randy Turmail): The constitution will be presented again for questions and com-
ments at next week’s Voter’s meeting. 

Office Manager Next Step (Randy Turmail): This was mentioned in the Chairman’s report 
above. 

St. Peters Connection: Get information in to Bob (bob.pottschmidt@stpetersbtown.com or 
rj_pottschmidt@hotmail.com 

 

New Business 

Audit Committee: Grant Hackman, Matt Spurgeon, Sherry Rorig, and Carol Hayden have been ap-
pointed by Randy Turmail. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 with a prayer provided by Pastor. 

mailto:bob.pottschmidt@stpetersbtown.com
mailto:rj_pottschmidt@hotmail.com
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February Trustee Meeting 

2/12/2025 6:00pm 

 

LC Playground: 

 Project currently on hold with LC, deed paperwork to be signed on their end, currently in LC’s 

hands now 

Security:  

Daycare basement door has been left unlocked from time to time, no signs of any issues or 

break-ins, potentially looking into changing locks to lock after exiting  

Looking into 4-5 exterior cameras and 8 interior cameras to be placed at each door entrance 

New electric door lock has been installed on the door at the back of the sanctuary 

Downstairs bathroom/office windows: 

Quote from Kenny Glass to replace the 5 downstairs windows on the east side of the church 

($13,847) 

Quote from Kenny Glas to replace the 4 ground level windows on the east side of the church 

($20,256) 

Brad is going to see if they are quoted together if that would positively affect the price 

Office remodel: 

Good start on it so far, hoping to get mud and sanding completed by the end of this week or the 

beginning of next week 

Volunteers to come after mud work is done to begin painting potentially next week of the fol-

lowing week 

Church secretary to potentially move into Pastor’s office temporarily during remodel  

A lot of items are going to need to be gone through, organized and thinned out 

Going to ask congregation members if there is interest in the old chalk boards  

Waiting to complete ceiling work after potential window replacements 

Mowing bids: 

Start asking for bids next Sunday for the next 2-3 weeks to see what companies would be inter-

ested 

First cut could be needed before the April trustee meeting, so we would need to get our deci-

sion made before then 

Plumbing: 

Drain backing up downstairs, Zach Morris cleaned it out last time and it was mostly paper prod-

ucts 

What is a permanent fix to this somewhat continual issue?  

Brad is going to reach out to Kameron Burch to see if he would have an idea for a long-term so-

lution. Morris has failed to show up 4 times to scheduled meetings with Brad 

 

C 

O 

N 

N 

E 

C 

T 

I 

N 

G 

 

W 

I 

T 

H 

 

O 

U 

R 

 

T 

R 

U 

S 

T 

E 



14 

Plumbing cont: 

Rough idea for what it may cost to fix around $8k-$20k, will know more after meeting with Burch 

Paving: 

Looking at getting north lot and west side of church paved with a 6” curb next to school line  

All Star quoted job at $120,000 

Currently waiting on a quote from Fleetwood 

Could we possibly pitch the parking lot, plumbing, and windows to the congregation for a project to-

gether? 

Current cracks in lot and daycare lot could be filled by Fleetwood for around $1,000 

Monthly Bills 

Concordia Plan for church/daycare employee’s insurance - $6,167.49 

Quill for kitchen supplies - $385.49 

Culligan for water treatment - $26.00 

Brownstown Hardware for supplies and remodel supplies - $296.22 

Lucas Ackerman for office wall support supplies - $574.73 

Stevens Mowing for salt and snow removal (6x) - $920.00 

Bane and Warren for Taco House stone - $960.50 

Concordia Publishing for devotion books/portals of prayer - $77.60 

New Communion Ware for church - $2,370.40 

Christy Nolan for cleaning – $816.65 

Felicia Schneider for cleaning – $691.65 

Laura Blankenbaker for cleaning – $691.65 

B & C Electric for fire alarm and elevator quarterly contracts - $300.00 

B & C Electric for door controls quarterly contracts - $400.00 

Current Contractor List (can be found in red binder in church office) 

Electrical: Nathan Rittman and Brad Nolan 

Plumbing: Zach Morris and potentially Kameron Burch 

Roofing: Royalty 

HVAC Church: Hunter Nolan 

HVAC Daycare: Reliable Comfort 

Mowing/Snow Removal: Charlie Stevens 

Cleaning: Christy Nolan, Felicia Schneider and Laura Blankenbaker 

Organist: Lori Tabor 

Trash Pickup: Rumpke 

Pest Control: Orkin 

Elevator Contractor: Otis 
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Trustee Projects Report: 

To Do List 

Outside masonry joints 

Outside stairwell paint 

Main waterline 

Door lock wires conceal 

Card holders on back pews  

Front fountain 

Special Projects 

Narthex funeral curtain 

Office upgrade 

Back parking lot blacktop 

Alley repair 

Tree removal shelter house 

Completed Projects 

Sunday School cabinets 

 

Next Trustee meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2025 
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 On January 12, 2025 we kicked-off our 125th Anniversary celebra-

tion with the theme, “Passion to Proclaim: That’s Why We Are Here.”  

The committee decided that one service (10:00 AM) will help bring us 

together as one congregation at each of these special services.  On 

February 2, Pastor Keller spoke on the topic, “Energized to Evangelize 

(by God’s Love).”  This Sunday, March 2, Pastor Jeff Nehrt, a son of St. 

Peter’s, will preach on the theme, “Trust in the Lord with All Your 

Heart” at the 10:00 AM service.  

 As part of our celebrations, meals will follow each of these special 

services.  We wish to thank the different boards and committees for 

sponsoring these meals.  March 2nd meal will be served by our Board 

of Christian Education.  Also, a table of mementos has been found in 

the Gathering Area.  Special refrigerator magnets, pens, coloring 

books, and a very special sketch of our church by Kathy Nichols are 

available.  Please stop by and donate for the small items and purchase 

the special sketch for $10.00.   

 Finally, banners are also out for this year of celebrating.  The ban-

ner on the right side has the official seal of the Lutheran Church, Mis-

souri Synod (more on that banner in next month’s Connections).  The 

banner on the left is our  anniversary banner, made to commemorate 

this celebration.  A brief explanation of the banner can be found on the 

next page.The balcony banners are designed to be opened one at a 

time for each of our special anniversary services.   
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From Matthew 16:19: “And I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven."  

From Matthew 28:19 as stated in 

our mission statement: Go … bap-

tize.  

 

 

The black cross represents Christ’s 

death for our salvation. 

 

The circle of dots represents eter-

nity.  For this banner, we used 125 

dots, one for each year we have 

been a congregation. 

 

The open Bible shows that we, as a 

congregation, are to proclaim the 

Gospel message of salvation as 

stated in our mission statement 

from Matthew 28:19. 

This reminds us of the Lord’s Sup-

per, the bread and the wine, our 

Lord’s Body and Blood. 

Luther’s Seal.  

   Black cross:   Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross saves us 
   White rose: faith, joy, comfort, peace 
   Sky blue background:  joy in faith is a 
beginning of heavenly joy to come 
   Golden ring:  joy in heaven is endless 
and more precious than all 
   Red heart:  love God has for us in 
sending His Son 
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   MARCH 2   125TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE    
           Passion to Proclaim:  That’s Why We Are Here  
 
 

Trust in the Lord as we tell the world 
 
 

 Proverbs 3:1-8 Hebrews 3:1-6 Luke 7:18-23 

 
Webster defines “trust” as “a firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength of someone or 
something.”  The Bible has that same definition, adding it’s a foundational element of faith that in-
volves confidence and reliance in God.  Trusting God means believing in His reliability, in His Word, 
His ability, and His strength.  It’s more than a feeling; it’s having faith in what God says even when 
our feelings might have us believe something different.  So, as King Solomon states in Proverbs: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.”  This is the mes-
sage we are proclaiming today: “Trust in the Lord as we proclaim the Gospel to  the World.”  
 

Acolytes:  10:00: Lauren Campbell, Morgan Wessel, Lily Wessel 

Holy Communion @ 10:00 

 

 

 

MARCH 5      ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 

On Ash Wednesday, we come down from the mountain with Jesus and set our face with His toward the 
cross in Jerusalem. We make our pilgrimage with Him by the way of repentance, and thus return to the 
dying and rising of Holy Baptism. For Christ Jesus, “who knew no sin,” became our sin, so that by His 
death we are released from sin, and in His resurrection we “become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 
5:21). Since God has thereby reconciled the world to Himself in Christ, “now is the favorable time; be-
hold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). He summons you to return to Him with all your heart be-
cause He is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). Do so in 
faith and confidence before Him, and pray to Him as your Father. Give to the needy from a heart of lo-
ve, and fast for the sake of repentance (Matt. 6:3–4, 6, 17–18). 
 

Acolyte:  Graeme Hehman 
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     MARCH 9   FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
                                    

 

Jesus Christ Is Our Champion Against the Devil  

 
 
 
 

 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Romans 10:8b-13 Luke 4:1-13 

 

Jesus Christ, our champion against the devil, endures and overcomes “every temptation” (Luke 4:13) on our 
behalf. He worships the Lord, His God, and serves Him only by trusting the Word of His Father: “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22). Jesus’ victory is now ours through His gracious Word, 
which is not far away but near us — in our mouth and in our heart, in the proclamation of repentance and 
faith. For “with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Rom. 
10:10). Our confession of Christ includes the prayer of faith, which is not disappointed, “for ‘everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Rom. 10:13). The Lord is not oblivious to “our affliction, our toil, 
and our oppression” (Deut. 26:7), but has mercy upon us. He has brought us out of bondage through the 
“signs and wonders” of Holy Baptism, “with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm” (Deut. 26:8), and now 
He leads us by His Spirit even in the wilderness. 
 

Acolytes:  8:00: Owen Kellermeier 10:30: Brady England  &  Colt Burcham 

Holy Communion @ 8:00 

      
 

 
 
 
 
     MARCH 12   Wednesday Lenten service 
 
Acolyte:  Evan Baker 
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     MARCH 16   SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

Jesus Rescues Us from Death and Brings Us into Heaven 
 

 
  Jeremiah 26:8-15 Philippians 3:17-4:1 Luke 13:31-35 

 

The prophet Jeremiah faithfully preached “all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the peop-
le” (Jer. 26:8). He called the people to repentance, lest the Lord’s judgment come upon them. The violence 
that Jeremiah suffered for this preaching foreshadowed the cross and Passion of Christ Jesus, who suffered the 
judgment of God for the redemption of all people. For Jesus “comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 13:35) in 
order to lay down His life for the sins of the world. Earthly Jerusalem was blind to His gracious visitation, and it 
put Him to death like the prophets before Him. Yet, His sacrifice upon the cross became the cornerstone of the 
new Jerusalem, His Church. He visits us today in mercy with His preaching of forgiveness, to gather us to Him-
self within that holy city, “as a hen gathers her brood under her wings” (Luke 13:34), for “our citizenship is in 
heaven” (Phil. 3:20).  
 

Acolytes:  8:00: Ava Brock 10:30: Evan Baker  &  Graeme Hehman 

Holy Communion @ 8:00 

    

 

     MARCH 19   WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICE 

Acolyte:  Beau Fritz 

 
 

 

 
           MARCH 23 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

Jesus Calls You to Repentance  
 

 
 Ezekiel 33:7-20 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 Luke 13:1-9 

 

“Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). By this warning, the Lord 
would turn us away from wickedness and bring us to life in Himself. For He is patient with us, that we would 
not be cut down in our sin but live and bear fruit in Him. As He lives, the Lord has “no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezek. 33:11). So the Scriptures have been “written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come” (1 Cor. 10:11), that we should not desire evil 
but trust in Christ. He alone is faithful, the Rock who feeds us with His “spiritual food” and pours out His 
“spiritual drink” (1 Cor. 10:3–4). 
 

Acolytes:  8:00: Tyler Tormoehlen 10:30: Beau Fritz  &  Hank Stuckwisch 

Holy Communion @ 10:30 
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     MARCH 26   WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICE 
Acolyte:  Hank Stuckwisch 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 30 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father 
 

 
 Isaiah 12:1-6 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 

Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father 
 

God the Father has opened His heart to us in love. While we were “still a long way off,” He saw us and “felt 
compassion” (Luke 15:20). Therefore, He gave His only begotten Son for us, making “him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). By the ministry of reconciliati-
on, He runs to us, embraces us in mercy and clothes us with His glory as beloved sons in Christ Jesus. And so 
we give thanks unto the Lord our God, who has taken away our sins and turned His anger from us (Is. 12:1). 
Because He has become our salvation, our strength and our song, we “will trust, and will not be afraid” (Is. 
12:2). 
 

Acolytes:  8:00: Lauren Campbell 10:30: Morgan Wessel  &  Lily Wessel 

NO Holy Communion 

 

 

 

     APRIL 2   WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICE 
Acolyte:  Morgan Wessel 
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2 Corinthians 5:20  
 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his ap-

peal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be recon-

ciled to God.  

Philippians 3:20 

 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be 

like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself.  
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COLOR ME! 
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   14 Kristen Combs 22 Oliver Caudill 

     Raelynn Shelton  Sue Nehrt 

1 Olivia Hanner     Ella Waskom  Reid Sparks 

 Philip Pottschmidt    Jerry & Tammy Brown    

     Jeff & Paula Hackman 24 Evelyn Waggoner 

2 Dustin Roller   Jared & Jessica Kellermeier   

 Carol Rorig    25 Lindsey Goshorn 

  Lucas VonDielingen  15 Wes Pottschmidt  Beth Shelton 

      Josh Teulker   

3 Tom Nolting    Mike & Julie Hackman 26 Rose Elmer 

        Rex & Teresa Meyer 

4 Filippo Lippi  16 Pam Christopher   

       Kathy Passereni 27 Jacob Rorig 

5 Lesley Derringer       

     17 Kady Gill 28 Linda Allman 

6 Kelly Cunningham    Bryan Mager   Jonah & Brooke Persinger 

  Joshua & Stacie Teipen    Ashley Waskom   

       29 Janet Myers 

7 Frances Holle   18 Paige Cole  Max Stuckwisch 

       Maddox Ross  Dave & Pam Spurgeon 

8 Ann McAfee        

  Zachary Vierling  19 Kevin Hanner 30 Caden Cardinal 

     Geoff Harris  Carolyn Ira 

9 Janet Lee   Olivia Neawedde  Emma Sparks 

 Philip Rebber   Roger & Peggy Hehman   

  Jace Sparks    31 Derick Stuckwisch 

     21 Kathy Blandford  Macy Warren 

10 Clayton Main    Gary Kellermeier  Jenna Wessel 

  Jacob White    Andrew Lynn   

      Connie Philpot     

11 Michael Berry    Kelly Robertson    

       Steve Zabel    

12 Josh Briner       

 Stacy Cooper      

  Jaren Cunningham      


