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Stewardship in the Body of Christ 
 
Baseball season is upon us. The southern images of spring training give way to the pageantry of Opening 

Day. On that day, the hopes and dreams of every major league team, player and fan focus on doing what-

ever it takes to get to the Fall Classic, the World Series. Baseball is a secular way that so many of us con-

fess that hope “springs” eternal.  

With all of this in mind, baseball can also teach us a new perspective about stewardship. Think about the 

game itself. Baseball is a team sport. The home team faces off against the visitors. Yet while it is a team 

game, there are repetitive, individual confrontations that take place within the game. The baseball game 

cannot start without the individual pitcher against the hitter. Once the batted ball is in play, the battle is 

between the ability of the fielder against the speed of the baserunner. Once there is a runner on base, an 

attempt to steal a base pits the runner against the catcher. A base hit into the outfield pits the outfielder 

against a runner trying to score.  

Baseball is a team game with many smaller units at play. Without all those smaller units working together 

and achieving their tasks, the team will lose.  

Romans 12 puts our stewardship of the Gospel in a similar setting. The church is certainly described as a 

team, if you will.  

Verse 3: “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 

than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 

has assigned.” This is where the Body of Christ is really seen as a team. No one member of the baseball 

team can win the game by themselves. In the same way, no one part of the Body of Christ can accomplish 

stewardship of the Gospel alone. The pastor cannot. The congregational chair cannot. The lead soprano in 

the choir cannot. But each of these individuals have been added to the local congregation to be built into 

a team that can win the victory with Jesus.  

Verses 4–5: “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” In base-

ball, the pitcher pitches. The catcher catches. The hitter hits. When a pitcher attempts to hit, the result is 

usually not very pretty. Catchers often do not excel at running the bases. The hitter usually does not do 

well when they are sent to the mound to pitch. Every member of the Body of Christ has a unique set of 

abilities and functions. Not everyone preaches. Not everyone leads. Not everyone sings well. Yet when 

the congregation assembles together as a team, it can succeed in ways unattainable by the individual.  

Verses 6–8: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith;  if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  the one who ex-

horts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 

who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” Each member of the team has a role to play. Abilities and 

opportunities are entrusted to the individual members of the Body of Christ to be used for the ultimate 

purpose of stewarding the Gospel for the glory of God and the benefit of the neighbor. The one preaching 

is no more or less important than the others. The one serving or the one teaching, the leader or the merci-

ful one — all are equally important in the faithful stewardship of all that the Lord has entrusted to the 

Body of Christ. All this stewardship is for the sake of the other! 

A baseball team can have five All-Star pitchers but cannot win if the hitters do not hit. The best lineup in 

the league will struggle if the pitchers cannot get anyone on the other team out. Pitchers need the defense 

behind them to play well. Coaches need to lead well. When they all work together, you have a winning 

baseball team. When the Body of Christ has all its members faithfully stewarding the unique individual 

talents that have been entrusted to them, the victory goes to Jesus! This is the goal of faithful steward-

ship! It is all about Jesus!  
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The College Scholarship Fund will soon be ac-
cepting applications for the 2025-26 school 
year.  Applicants must be attending a Concordia 
University for Lutheran Education or going into 
Church Ministry.  Applications will be available in 
the church office and are due back by June 1, 
2025.  Depending on the number of applications 
received, scholarships awarded will be up to 
$3000. 
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MAY 4  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

The Good Shepherd Feeds His Lambs  
 

 
 
 

Acts 9:1-22  Revelation 5:1-14 John 21:1-19 

 
 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain” (Rev. 5:12), who by His cross has conquered sin and death. 
With His blood, He has “ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation” (Rev. 5:9). This same Lord Jesus visits people of all nations and calls them to 
Himself by the Gospel, even as He “was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead” (John 21:14). He restored Simon Peter to faith and life, and He commissioned him to feed 
His lambs and tend His sheep (John 21:15–17). Likewise, He revealed Himself to Saul of Tarsus 
and brought him to repentance, so that the persecutor of Jesus might carry and confess His 
name “before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). 
 
Acolytes:  8:00: Tyler Tormoehlen      10:30: Avery Robertson & Avery Cassidy 

Holy Communion @ 10:30 

 

 
 
 
 
MAY 11   FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 
 

The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep 
 
 

 

Acts 20:17-35  Revelation 7:9-17 John 10:22-30 

 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came from the Father and became flesh among us in order to res-
cue us, His sheep. He laid down His life for us and took it up again in order to give us eternal 
life. By the preaching of His Gospel, He calls His sheep to Himself and keeps them with Him for-
ever. As they hear His voice and follow Him, “they will never perish” (John 10:28), for “no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:29). In the same way, faithful pastors 
(literally, “shepherds”) “care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 
20:28), “testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). Therefore, with all the company of heaven, the Good Shepherd 
gathers His flock in worship, as they cry: “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:10). 
 
Acolytes:  8:00: Owen Kellermeier `        10:30: Hank Stuckwisch & Ryder Garrison 

Holy Communion @ 8:00 
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MAY 18    FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

 

Jesus Turns Sorrow into Joy 
 

 

 

Acts 11:1-18 Revelation 21:1-7 John 16:12-22 

 
On earth “you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (John 16:20). Already the Spirit 
grants you peace and joy through the forgiveness of your sins. For by the cross of Christ, “God has 
granted repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18). His Gospel is “a message by which you will be 
saved, you and all your household” (Acts 11:14). He gives freely “from the spring of the water of 
life” (Rev. 21:6), “and death shall be no more” (Rev. 21:4). He dwells with His people, adorning His 
Church as a bride for her husband, “making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). Therefore, as the Son of 
Man is glorified by His cross, “and God is glorified in him” (John 13:31), so He is glorified in us by 
our “love for one another” (John 13:35), which His Spirit works in us by His grace. 
 
Acolytes:  8:00: Ava Brock  10:30: Morgan Wessel & Lily Wessel 
 

Holy Communion @ 8:00 

 
 

 
 

 
May 25   SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

We Pray to the Father in Jesus’ Name 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Acts 16:9-15    Revelation 21:9-14; 21-27 John 16:23-33 

  
“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
Jesus has opened the way to the Father so that “whatever you ask of the Father” in Jesus’ name, 
“he will give it to you” (John 16:23). We pray, therefore, in the confidence that we will be heard and 
answered, that our “joy may be full” (John 16:24). We pray because the Gospel has been preached 
to us and the Lord has opened our hearts to believe the Gospel (Acts 16:10, 14). We pray in the 
name of Jesus because we have been baptized into Him, as Lydia and her household were 
baptized (Acts 16:15). We have been healed, and we live and walk and pray in newness of life 
(John 5:8–9). For we stand upon the firm foundation “of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev. 
21:14), and our temple is “the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb” (Rev. 21:22). 
 
 

 

Acolytes:  8:00: Elders  10:30: Elders 
 

Holy Communion @ 10:30 
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John 16:33 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.”  

Revelation 5:12b-13 

...“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,   
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  
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COLOR ME! 
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 COLOR ME CHALLENGE! 
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1 Dorothy Christopher  10 James  Baute 22 Steve Smith  
 Ruth Robertson   Greg Hutcheson   Catherine Turmail  
 Dalton Stevens   Chandler Stahl     

       23 Katie England  

2 Jerry Brown  11 Everleigh Garrette   Abigail Nichols  
 Allen Roller   Linda Sullivan   Nolan Walker  

  Sofia Weaver    Rollan Wallace    

       24 Myles Berry  

3 Jo Ross  12 Monie Cutter   Ryan Christopher  

     Erin Lee   Rebekah Cutter  

4 Dennis Blandford     Hanna Hunsucker  
 Brooke Meyer  13 Daryl Pogue   Mike Rittman  

  Roger Nierman    Marty Stuckwisch     

 Alexander Roller    Bob & Loretta Crowley 25 Lexi Allman  

  Randy & Brenda Darlage       Aaron Dillman  
   14 Matt & Paige Rotert   Zacary White  

5 Nicki Downs     Tom & Joanah Wischmeier  

  Elizabeth Lee  16 Clate Kaiser     

  Drew Lynn    Clint Main 26 Baylor Goshorn  
 Daniel Shoemaker    Alan & Christa Ehret   Brooke Otte  

  Zoe Stuckwisch     Justin & Alisha Nichols   Jason & Kelly Cunningham  
     Brandon & Amanda Ritter   Richard & Nina Hackman  

6 Brock Hackman   Curtis & Deborah Stahl    

      27 Craig Darlage  

7 Charles & Magdalene Mock  17 Paul Pottschmidt     
 Harry & Debra Rochner    Mendy Stahl 28 Debra Rochner  
          

8 Eugene Peters  18 Earl Ayers 29 Bennet Waskom  
 Angie Stuckwisch         

     19 Addison Burcham 31 Erin Cutter  

9 Holly L. Berry     RaeAnn Wintin  
 Lennon Lockhart  20 Alan Ehret    

 Justin Nichols    Renee Nehrt    

 Jack Stuckwisch    Tom & Stacey Patman    

 Landon Wischmeier       

   21 Reta Schneider    

     Lily Wessel    


